Abstract Erin Jackson: European Legal Cultures
There has been a concerted effort towards developing a ‘common European judicial culture’ over the past decade, which centers largely around notions of improved judicial cooperation and mutual understanding. But what is a so-called European judicial culture? Through semi-structured interviews with 22 judges and/or legal professionals from across Europe working at the European level, this paper gives an indication of whether those on the ground think such a culture exists and, if so, how it can be described. European judicial culture is linked to related social and legal concepts that arise from judges’ perspectives of and associations with this oft-repeated terminology. Far from defining what a ‘European judicial culture’ is, this paper concludes it is a somewhat elusive concept and one which is hard to pin down, even by those seemingly surrounded by it. As a way of going beyond what is said about culture, this paper proposes transnational European judicial networks as a fruitful avenue for exploring interaction among judges and the possible formation of a European judicial culture.

